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conciled to slavery, and to fill his pockets was ready to serve
slave-owners.

December 22, Tuesday. The Mayor of Philadelphia, Mor-
ton McMichael, with a committee of the Council, made a
formal call to present a title-deed of League Island. Some
complimentary remarks were made by the M ay or, and a gen-
eral conversation took place. There was an obvious desire
on the part of the committee that the proceeding should be
more formal than I cared for. It was an opportunity for re-
viewing and reciprocating compliments, for we had each
earnestly and persistently labored to consummate the trans-
fer and acceptance of this location for naval purposes. But
while the Mayor was pleased to bestow upon me high com-
mendation for my action, and I was willing to award to the
Philadelphians proper acknowledgments for their munificent
donation, I cared not to spend time or words on the sub-
ject. The place is eligible for naval purposes beyond any
other locality that I know of, and in advising its acceptance
I have been actuated only by a sense of duty, and yet for
years I have been denounced and have received the most
ungenerous abuse for faithfully discharging an honest duty.
Professor Bache of the Coast Survey first called my atten-
tion to League Island. Congress, on my recommendation,
voted to accept it, provided a board of officers deemed the
situation available, but Senator Foster inserted a proviso
that New London should be examined by the committee
which the Secretary of the Navy might appoint. I se-
lected a board of such officers as were available without
prejudice or partiality, for the duty was plain and re-
quired no mental effort. But a majority of them were naval
officers who felt disposed to oblige me, and, knowing I was
from Connecticut and partial to New London, they made
choice of that place, which was destitute of some of the
required advantages that were sought, in preference to
Philadelphia, which possessed them. They were, more-
over, old-time men, with old notions that a naval station